
are more suitable for fishing.
If the government is going to 
spend money on coastal fisher­
ies, production from small 
fisheries such as the Tigak 
Islands should be constant. At 
the moment, most village fisher­
men only catch fish to sell when 
they need some money.
Finally, one big problem that 
will limit development is trad­
itional ownership of fishing 
areas. As the values of the

resources in these areas become 
known, there are likely to be 
more disputes. The problems of 
ownership are also increasing 
because people are moving from 
coastal villages to other parts 
of the country.
For the successful development 
of our coastal fish resources, 
we should aim to bring the maxi­
mum benefit to people who live 
in the villages. At the same 
time, their traditions and way 
of life should be considered in 
development proposals.

A NOTE ON PARAQUAT

In the article 'Paraquat 
Poisoning in Papua New Guinea' 
(HARVEST, Volume 9, No. 2, 
pp. 96) Mr. A. E. Charles 
stated:
'Amongst the agricultural 
chemicals, only a few are more 
dangerous than paraquat if 
they are drunk. However, para­
quat does not poison the envi­
ronment as it breaks down very 
quickly when it reaches the 
soil'.
This second sentence is not 
strictly correct and should be 
changed to read:
'However, paraquat is not 
dangerous to the environment 
as it is inactivated very 
quickly when it reaches the 
soil'.

Clay particles in the soil 
adsorb (attach themselves to) 
paraquat. Paraquat has special 
properties which mean that it 
holds on to the clay very 
strongly. When the clay and 
paraquat have joined you can 
get paraquat back again only by 
boiling the clay in 50% 
hydrochloric acid for several 
hours.
As a result paraquat in the 
soil is no longer poisonous to 
plants or animals, although 
it does not actually break down.
We thank Mr. S. Day, Agricul­
tural Chemist, D.P.I. for 
pointing out the error.
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