
Moisture Control
It is essential that the heap remains moist 

throughout the composting period and up to 
the time of use. If it is too dry no fermentation 
will take place—if it is too wet the plant 
material will become rotten and soluble nu­
trients will be leached.

In areas where rainfall exceeds 70in per 
annum or where heavy tropical storms are ex­
perienced, the heap should be covered with a 
waterproof material, e.g., plastic sheeting. 
Where sun temperatures are high, it may be 
necessary to water the outside of an uncovered 
heap occasionally and to provide rough shade 
over the heap.
Turning the Heap

One month after the heap is completed, it 
should be turned on to the adjacent 8ft x 
8ft site (or trench). This will facilitate even 
fermentation. If necessary, water should be 
sprinkled during the turning operation. It will 
be found that the heap settles to a smaller size 
after turning. The temperature pole is then re­
placed in the side of the heap.

Further turning is carried out at monthly in­
tervals until after approximately 130 days, as 
follows, when the compost is ready for use:—

Building the heap—10 days 
First turn—30 days later 
Second turn—30 days later 
Third turn—30 days later 
—30 days later ready for use 
Total time taken—130 days

Protection from Animals
A protecting fence must be constructed round 

the heap or trench in order to keep out animals 
and poultry.
Rate of Application of Compost

Apply made compost to the garden at the 
rate of one bucketful per square yard. Apply 
two bucketfuls to each 4ft diameter kaukau 
mound. Make sure that the compost is dug in 
to a depth of 4 to 6 inches.
Benefits from the Use of Compost

The value of compost lies not in its chemical 
analysis, which is approximately 1 per cent N, 
1 per cent K20, 0.5 per cent P20r„ but in its 
physical and organic properties—

1. As a soil conditioner; and
2. As a source of humus

After compost is added to the soil, clays 
become less stiff and sandy soils are rendered 
more water-retentive. The humus content slowly 
breaks down to form valuable plant food. The 
quality and quantity of crops grown in ground to 
which compost has been added will be improved 
and soil fertility levels will have been main­
tained.

TOO MUCH PROTEIN IN PIG 
RATIONS CAN CAUSE POOR 

GROWTH

J^ECENTLY in the Highlands, a com­
mercial pig farmer had problems with his 

weaned pigs which did not appear to be 
growing as well as they should. The pigs 
seemed to be well looked after and there did 
not appear to be any sickness in the herd, but 
they were still not growing as well as could be 
expected. It was decided that the feed rations 
which the farmer used could bear investigation.

Twenty-two of his pigs were divided into 
four groups. Two groups were kept at his 
piggery and two groups were brought to the 
DASF piggery at Goroka. One group in each 
place was fed on the farmer’s rations and the 
other groups were given DASF rations. The 
pigs were weighed every week. At the end 
of the 50-day experiment it was found that 
the two groups which had received the DASF 
rations had grown more quickly than those on 
the farmer’s rations. One reason why they grew 
more quickly was because they ate more of the 
DASF ration.

Investigation of the farmer’s ration showed 
that he was using 23 per cent protein, while 
the recommended ration for weaned pigs is 18 
per cent protein. It seems that the farmer’s 
ration had too much protein in it. Since then 
he has reduced his protein to 18 per cent by 
increasing the amount of crushed sorghum in 
his mixture, with the result that his pigs 
are now growing well.

While it is known that protein is essential 
for growth, it is now apparent that too much 
protein retards as much as too little.
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