
"A group"
These bananas include some important 

eating varieties such as Gros Michel and 
Cavendish types. These are the most 
important types of bananas that are exported 
from one country to another.

Varieties of Gros Michel known in Papua 
New Guinea include avabakor and disu 
varieties.

Varieties of Cavendish known here include 
siana and siana vavina varieties.

The red banana (samo variety) and green- 
red banana (warabia or ineve varieties) also 
belong to this group.

"B group"
There are only a few varieties of the B 

group bananas in Papua New Guinea, but 
they are very important because they are 
"tough" bananas. They can withstand drought 
and are tolerant of shade and nematodes. 
They still bear well when the soil is poor.

Yava is a very common variety, 
particularly on the Gazelle Peninsula. It is a 
very tough banana plant and does not get 
much leaf spot disease. This is important 
because leaf spot can stop the fruit from 
growing properly in other varieties, such as 
Cavendish.

Other common varieties are kalapur, 
which is important in the Markham Valley, 
and sukuru.

Members of this group will probably 
become more important in the future because 
they can be grown where other bananas, such 
as the diploids, cannot be grown.

There is another group, which has
characters in between those of the A and B 
groups. Bananas of this group in general have 
the good eating qualities of the A group and 
the toughness of the B ones. There are not 
many varieties in Papua New Guinea. Some 
varieties are alumba, avundumong, balusand 
darip.

Naming
Latin names for bananas are very mixed 

up. It is best just to call them Musa sp. rather 
than Musa cavendishii or M. paradisiaca. 
Europeans sometimes call cooking bananas 
by the name "plantain" but this is incorrect. 
Plantains are a certain sort of banana only.

Further reading
N.W. Simmonds’ book Bananas goes into 

the subject thoroughly and is well worth 
reading. The book was published in 1959 by 
Longmans, Bristol.

Other publications by N.W. Simmonds for 
persons with specialized interest are—

A banana collecting expedition to South 
East Asia and the Pacific. Tropical 
Agriculture, Trinidad, 33(4): 251-271 
(1956).

The Evolution of the Banana. Longmans, 
Green & Company, London (1962).

This paper has been written from LA ES Information 
Bulletin No. 6 of May 1975 "Know your bananas" by 
R. Michael Bourke.

BANANA PRODUCTION IN THE SOUTH PACIFIC

This Handbook published by the South 
Pacific Commission contains detailed 
information about all aspects of commercial 
banana production.

The language is simple. The book is well 
illustrated.

The Chapters on harvesting and packing 
methods, pest control and control of diseases 
described are not known at present in PNG, 
while others which occur are not discussed in 
this book.

This book can be ordered from the 
South Pacific Commission Publications 
Bureau
PO Box 306 .......................................
Haymarket NSW 2000 
Australia.

The cost is SA1.00, post free. Airmail 
postage extra.

SPC Handbook No. 5 (1970). "Banana 
production in the South Pacific." Edited by 
M. Lambert. South Pacific Commission, 
Noumea. 70 pages.
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