
Sago
Sago marketing is a new activity. Large 

areas of sago have been established in the 
Malalaua area. This year 40 sago growers will 
be encouraged to produce 45 kg of sago each 
for sale. These growers will be advised on 
cleaning and thinning their sago areas.

Improved processing methods will be 
introduced, to produce cleaner, drier sago 
with longer storage capacity.

In 1977-78 commercial sago production in 
the Baimuru and Kikori areas will be 
established.

This programme is, however, restricted by 
present poor prices for sago, and lack of 
markets.

Corn
Corn is grown in most subsistence gardens, 

and small amounts are sold in local markets.
A corn seed multiplication plot has been 

established at Murua, and 500 kg of seed will 
be available for distribution this year. Ten 
demonstration plots will be established, and 
100 growers will be taught how to grow and 
use corn to better advantage.

Corn seed will be distributed to 20 settlers 
in the Murua area, who will be encouraged to

grow this crop for sale at the Kerema market.
Plantings will be increased to 8 ha in the 

following year. In 1979-80 planting of corn as 
stock food will be commenced.

Crocodile farms
There are four Department of Primary 

Industry crocodile farms, stocked with 300 
crocodiles. Twenty-nine village crocodile 
farms have been established. Twenty are in 
the Kikori area and 9 in the Baimuru and Ihu 
areas.

Interest in crocodile farms is increasing.
This year at Kikori, stock in the existing 20 

farms will be increased from 10 to 50 
crocodiles, and 10 new farms will be 
established.

At Baimuru 12 new farms each stocked 
with 50 crocodiles will be established. Two 1- 
week training courses will be conducted for 20 
farmers.

Six farms will be constructed at Hevoro.
Next year 12 crocodile farms will be 

established in the Malalaua area, and the 
number of farms in other areas will v be 
increased to 50. Twelve new farms will be 
established each year for the following three 
years.

POULTRY RESTRICTIONS LIFTED

The Minister for Primary Industry, Mr 
Boyamo Sali, has lifted restrictions on the 
importation of poultry products from 
Australia.

The ban which was imposed following 
outbreaks of the disease Fowl Plague in 
poultry in Victoria, had meant that no 
chickens or poultry products had been 
permitted entry into Papua New Guinea 
between 23 January and 11 March.

Mr Sali said that it was fortunate 
Australian animal health authorities had been 
able to contain the outbreak to a few farms in 
Victoria.

"If the outbreak had spread it could have 
had very serious consequences for our

developing poultry industry in Papua New 
Guinea because we still rely very heavily on 
the importation of live chickens", he said.

Mr Sali said this recent crisis in Australia 
highlighted the need for Papua New Guinea 
to achieve self-sufficiency in poultry products, 
particularly poultry meat.

He said this could be achieved using 
smallholder farmers in the growing phase of 
broiler production.

Mr Sali said Papua New Guinean 
smallholder farmers had shown they were 
capable of producing a good quality product 
economically and therefore should receive 
every encouragement to take their rightful 
place at the centre of this rapidly expanding 
industry.
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