
Other chemicals
As well as A.N.A. there are a number of 

other chemicals that can be used to make 
pineapples flower. These are calcium carbide, 

ethylene and Ethrel. Of these only 
carbide has been tried in PNG. Smoke also 
makes pineapples flower.

To make pineapples flower with calcium 
carbide, first drop a few pieces of carbide into 
a bucket of water. Acetylene gas is given off 
and some gas is dissolved in the water. When 
the bubbling stops, pour some of the water 
into the heart of the pineapple plant. The 
acetylene makes the plant form a flower and 
fruit. At Keravat this method has been found 
to work very well on both rough leaf and 
smooth leaf pineapples. Carbide is cheap but 
it is difficult to obtain in PNG. ICI in Lae can 
obtain it if requested.

Carbide can also be used by dropping a 
piece about 1 cm across into the heart of the 
plant. However we have found that this often

burns the heart leaves and do not recommend 
it.

B.O.H. (beta hydroxy ethyl hydrazine) is 
another chemicai that can be used. In 
Queensland it has been found useful when
A. N.A. does not work well because of 
vigorous growing conditions. Shell markets
B. O.H. as "Pine Set".

About 30 ml of a 2 500 ppm solution is 
applied to the heart of each plant. The 
resultant fruit are square-shouldered.

The chemical that is used to make rubber 
latex flow better, Ethrel, can also be used to 
make pineapples flower. The rate is 30 ml of a 
2 000 ppm solution applied to the heart of the 
pineapple. Tutt Bryant at Badili' in Port 
Moresby sells Ethrel.

Smoking plants was the first method 
discovered that caused flowering in 
pineapples. Smoky fires are lit along the edge 
of the field so that the smoke blows over the 
plants. However chemicals are much easier to 
use than this method.

NORTHERN PROVINCE OIL PALM DEVELOPMENT

The Commonwealth Development 
Corporation will invest up to K11 million in 
the new oil palm project at Popondetta and 
will be corporate manager of the scheme.

The CDC, established in 1948 in the United 
Kingdom, by Act of Parliament, works as a 
commercial organization investing its funds, 
drawn from the United Kingdom Exchequer, 
in development schemes for the promotion or 
expansion of economic projects which will 
help to increase the wealth of the host country 
and yield a reasonable return on the money 
invested.

Mr Richard Beacham has been appointed 
General Manager of the Estate Company, 
Higaturu Oil Palm Pty Ltd and Higaturu 
Processing Pty Ltd, the factory company.

A large 60 tonne per hour mill, designed 
and constructed under the direction of CDC, 
will be built. This factory will also provide 
processing and marketing facilities for 
smallholders.

The estate run by the Company will 
provide the smallholders with oil palms from 
the nursery and technical assistance.

A training scheme will also be started to 
train nationals to take over, progressively, 
from expatriates in technical and professional 
jobs.

There will be 1 400 smallholder families on 
the scheme.

Foreign exchange earnings from the sale of 
palm oil and kernels should exceed K10 
million a year at full production.
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