
this programme.
Tuberculosis and brucellosis testing of all 

animals is being carried out, and will be 
completed in 1976-77.

A buffalo fly eradication programme will 
be carried out in 1976-77.

In 1978-79, when road access to the 
Bainings area is completed, five projects will 
be established in this area.

Pigs
Pigs are run in the villages. There are seven 

pig fattening projects near the Rabaul town 
area, but expansion is slow due to lack of 
weaners.

In 1976-77 the number of projects will be 
increased to 15, if enough weaners are 
available.

Management practices will be upgraded 
and improved. Regular veterinary services 
will be maintained.

Poultry
There are five poultry projects around 

Rabaul. A large number of birds are run in 
villages.

The poultry projects will be increased in 
conjunction with the pig projects. 
Management practices will be upgraded and 
improved. Regular veterinary services will be 
maintained.

Possible retrictions to this programme may 
be a shortage of day-old chickens, and the cost 
of feed.

Wildlife
A wildlife reserve for megapodes is being 

set up in the Matupit area.
The Warangoi people are being 

encouraged to set up a wildlife committee.
Interested persons will be encouraged to 

start crocodile farms.

Fisheries
There are ten existing fishing groups. The 

province has an ice-making machine, and a 10 
tonne freezer in Rabaul.

Department of Primary Industry staff are 
attending fisheries training courses at 
Madang.

In 1976-77 the number of fishing groups 
will be increased from three to ten.

The Department will improve fishing 
methods of fishermen, will continue 
maintenance of nets and equipment, 
demonstrate fishing techniques etc. We will 
continue supply of ice and encourage 
fishermen to buy ice boxes.

Fish inspection is carried out on foreign 
fishing vessels.

Produce inspection
Rabaul is the main centre for produce 

inspection. Over 16 100 tonnes of copra and 
34 800 tonnes of cocoa are handled annually. 
Inspectors are sent out from here to all centres 
of Papua New Guinea. A new inspection 
office and depot have been completed, and 
staff training is being improved.

GOVERNMENT TO RUN GARAINA TEA PLANTATION AS A BUSINESS

The Minister for Primary Industry, Mr 
Boyamo Sali, announced in October that the 
Government plans to operate the tea 
plantation and factory at Garaina in the 
Morobe Province as a business venture over 
the next two years.

The tea plantation was established in the 
late 1940s as a nursery to provide tea seedlings 
for planting in the highlands provinces as well 
as to see if Garaina area was suitable for tea­
growing.-

Mr Sali said although some people 
expressed their desire to buy the plantation-,

the Government wanted to operate it as a 
business venture first so that if it proved 
profitable the Government would sell it to the 
people.

If not, there would be no alternative but to 
close it down.

Mr Sali said the plantation was very 
expensive to maintain compared to the 
highlands area because of air freight and road 
transportation costs.

He said expenditure on the plantation over 
the past two years amounted to about 
K140 000.
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