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Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis
Occasionally seenin the mangrove areas and in atree onthe edge of Lake Lelula. The diagnostic
contrast between the dark blue wings and the electric blue back, the deep orange-red underparts
andthe small size were very evident. Generally they would perchon posts overlooking channels
between the mangroves. As the boat approached, they would fly to another post down-channel.
They were wary, but allowed for occasional very close approaches. Always solitary.
Rainbow Bee-cater Merops ornatus
Very common in open habitats especially in forest clearing and along roads. Usually in small
groups. Streamers were only presentin afew individuals. Not previously recorded on Woodlark
(Coates 1985). Perhaps the logging operations have opened up enough habitat for recent
colonization.
Dollarbird Eurystomus orientalis
Commonin forest clearings perched in dead trees. Always solitary. Not previously recorded on
Woodlark (Coates 1985). Logging and increased clearing of forest might have produced suitable
habitat for this species.
Black Sunbird Nectarinia aspasia
This was probably the most common bird on the island. It was the only small passerine that was
readily evident and occured in all areas including mangroves and offshore islands. Iridescence
of male is diagnostic. Seen in small groups with males and females present together. The lack
of other small passerines on the island is not easy to account for. Other passerines previously
recorded from Woodlark (Coates 1990) (not including starlings and crow below) include the
Island Monarch Monarcha cinerascens, Cicadabird Coracina tenuirostris, Shining Flycatcher
Myiagra alecto and the Black Myzomela Myzomela nigrita.
Singing Starling Aplonis cantoroides
Very common especially large flocks of juveniles. Occasionally seen deep inside the forest,
althoughthey seem to prefer disturbed areas. One adult was seen at close range puffing his head
feathers into a sort of crest while singing intensely.
Metallic Starling Aplonismetallica
Common, but not as much so as preceding species. No nesting colonies were seen on the island,
but are likely to be there. Favoured disturbed arcas.
Torresian Crow Corvusorru
Common throughout the island and offshore islands.
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RECENT OBSERVATIONS OCTOBER - DECEMBER 1989

CoMmpiLED BY Rocer K. Hicks

All observations refer to the Port Moresby area unless the site name is followed by an abbreviated
province name.

Ct‘mn'ibutors: lan Burrows (IB); Bill Cooper (BC); Chris Eastwood (CE); Jennifer Hicks (JH); Roger
Hicks (RH); Helen Fortune Hopkins (HFH) Andrew Lyburn (AL); Geoff Smith (GS); Len Tolhurst
(LT); Niklas Wahlberg (NW).

Abbreviations: ad = adult; bp = breeding plumage; Cen = Central Province; EHP = Eastern
Highlands Province; Fm = Farm; I = Island; imm = immature; juv = juvenile; L = Lake; Mor =
Morobe Province; NP = National Park; NSP = North Solomons Province; Oro = Northern Province;
PAC = Pacific Adventist College; pr = pair; R = River; rd = road; SHP = Southern Highlands
Provinee; SP = settling ponds; UPNG = University of PNG campus; Wes = Western Province.

Australasian Grebe Tachybaptus novaehollandiae
12 Nov, 1 nest with eggs, Kanosia L (RH); 19 Nov, 1 nest, PAC (RH).
Australian Pelican Pelecanus conspicillatus
8 Oct, 6, L Iaraguma (IB).
Cattle Egret Egrettaibis
12 Nov, 50+, some in bp, Kanosia L (RH).
Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutus
3 Nov, 1 heard, Moitaka SP (RH); 20 Dec, 1, Moitaka SP (RH).
Glossy Ibis Plegadis faicinellus
8 Oct, 1, L Iaraguma (IB). .
Sacred Ibis Threskiornis aethiopicus
8 Oct, 1, L Iaraguma (IB).
Royal Spoonbill Platalearegia
20 Dec, 4, Moitaka SP (RH).
Osprey Pandion haliaetus
19 Oct, 1, Moitaka SP (IB).
White-bellied Sca-Eagle Haliaeetus leucogaster
19 Oct & 26 Oct, 1 sub-ad, Moitaka SP (IB).
Chestnut-shouldered Goshawk Accipiter buergersi

15 Oct, 1 imm rufous phase, Mt Gahavisuka, EHP (IB); 17 Dec, 1, probably adult light phase,
Koiari rd (IB ez al.).

New Guinca Harpy-Eagle Harpyopsis novaeguineae
Aug 89,1 ad, Boundary trail, Varirata NP. Seen by two independent groups early andlate in the
month. Excellent photo in the possession of IB.

Oriental Hobby Falco severus
17 Dec, 2, Koiari rd (IB).

Australian Hobby Falco longipennis
8 Oct, 1 imm, L laraguma (IB).

Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus

17 Oct, 1 female, swooped on a flock of Little Curlew Numenius minutus narrowly missing an
erythristic bird. It spent 2 mins sitting on the playing ficlds, UPNG (IB); 14 Nov, 1, UPNG
playing ficlds (IB).
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Garganey Anas querquedula
12 Nov, 1 male, Kanosia L (RH); 9 Dec, 1, Kanosia L (RH); 23 Dec, 1 male, Kanosia L (IB).
Common Scrubfowl Megapodius freycinet
12 Nov, 1, flying over the road, Maraboi (RH).
Brown Quail Coturnix australis
28 Oct, 2, Bogio (RH); 12 Nov, 1, Kanosia L (RH).
Buff-bandedRail Rallus philippensis
19 Nov, 2 ad & 1 unfledged imm, PAC (RH & LT).
Chestnut Forest-Rail Rallinarubra

19 Nov, 1 male, in forest just below Tari Gap, SHP. Seen flying close to ground, through a patch
of sunlight; uniform bright chestnut wings, back and head, no spotting (HFH).

 Bush-Hen Amaurornis olivaceus

29 Dec, heard calling at night, Matirogo Point (RH).

White-headed Stilt Himantopus leucocephalus
12 Oct, 29, incl. 2 juv, Moitaka SP (IB).

Oriental Pratincole Glareola maldivarum
29 Oct, 1 imm, Kanosia L (IB).

Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola
8Oct, 3, LeaLea(IB); 29 Oct, 3, Hisiu Beach - Cape Suckling (IB); 12 Nov, 8, Hisiu Beach -Cape
Suckling (IB).

Lesser Golden Plover Pluvialis fulva

5 Oct - 19 Nov, numbers at Moitaka SP varied from c. 20 - 60 (9 visits) (IB); 16 Oct - 19 Nov,
numbers on UPNG playing ficlds varied from 1 - 59 (10 visits) (IB); 29 Oct, 1, Hisiu Beach (IB).

Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius
23 Dec, 1, Kanosia L (IB).
MongolianPlover Charadrius mongolus

8 Oct, 44, Lea Lea (IB); 29 Oct, c. 30, Hisiu Beach - Cape Suckling (IB); 12 Nov, c. 20, Hisiu
Beach - Cape Suckling (IB).

Large Sand-Plover Charadrius leschenaultii
80ct, 1,LeaLea(IB); 29 Oct, 4, Hisiu Beach - Cape Suckling (IB); 12 Nov, 4, Hisiu Beach - Cape
Suckling (IB).

Oriental Plover Charadrius veredus

31 Oct - 1 Nov, 1, with Lesser Golden Plover, UPNG playing ficlds (IB et al.); 14 Nov, 2 ad,
UPNG playing fields; 15 Nov, 2, Moitaka SP; 16 Nov, 4 ad, UPNG playing fields; 17 Nov, 2 ad,
UPNG playing fields; 19 Nov, 1, UPNG playing fields (all obs IB).

Eastern Curlew Numenius madagascariensis
8 Oct, 1, Lea Lea (IB); 23 Dec, 1, Hisiu Beach (IB).

Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus
8 Oct, 4, Lea Lea (IB); 29 Oct, 4, Hisiu Beach (IB); 12 Nov, 6, Hisiu Beach (IB); 10 Dec, 1,
Motupore I (IB).

Little Curlew Numenius minutus

6 Oct, 9, UPNG playing fields - first returning birds of 1989 (IB); numbers increasing through
early Oct to a max of 52 on 12 Oct (IB); 16 Oct, 6, UPNG playing ficlds, including one very
reddish bird which was noticeably different from the others (RH); 20 Oct, 18, including reddish
bird, UPNG playing fields (RH); 21 Oct, 20, Moitaka SP, including reddish bird (IB); 25 Oct, last
record of “red” bird, UPNG playing fields (RH); 27 Oct, last record, UPNG playing ficlds (RH);
29 Oct, 1, Kanosia L (IB).

Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola
50ct, 1, PAC (IB); 21 Oct, 3, Moitaka SP (IB); 9 Nov, 1, Moitaka SP (RH); 15Nov, 2, Moitaka
SP (IB); 19 Nov, 1, PAC (RH); 23 Dec, 5, Kanosia L (IB).

Grey-tailed Tattler Tringa brevipes
8 Oct, 6, Lea Lea (IB); 29 Oct, 6, Hisiu Beach (IB); 12 Nov, 8+, Hisiu Beach (IB).
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Wandering Tattler Tringaincana
10 Dec, 1, by call, Motupore I (IB).
Common Sandpiper Tringa hypoleucos

50ct-19Nov, 4-1 0, Moitaka SP (8 visits) (IB); 5Oct, 5, PAC (IB); 29 Oct, 8+, Hisiu Beach (IB);
12 Nov, 10+, Hisiu Beach (IB); 10 Dec, 2, Motupore I (IB); 23 Dec, 2, Kanosia L (IB).
Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia
8 Oct, 1, L laraguma (IB); 2 Nov, 1, Moitaka SP (IB); 9 Nov, 1, Moitaka SP (RH); 9 Dec, 1,
Kanosia L (RH).
Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis
5 Oct - 2 Nov (8 visits), 1, Moitaka SP, with 2 on 12 & 30 Oct (IB); 9 Dec, 1, Kanosia L (RH);
20 Dec, 1, Moitaka SP (RH).

Terek Sandpiper " Tringaterek
$ Oct, 2, Lea Lea (IB); 29 Nov, 4, Hisiu Beach (IB); 12 Nov, 1, Hisiu Beach (RH).
Swinhoe’s Snipe Gallinago megala

5 Oct, 5, Moitaka SP (IB); 12 Oct - 19 Nov, 1, Moitaka SP, except 26 Oct, when 2 (IB); 12 Nov,
1, Kanosia L (IB); 23 Dec, 8+, Kanosia L (IB).
Black-tailed Godwit Limosalimosa
9 Nov, 1, Moitaka SP (RH); 15 & 19 Nov, 1, Moitaka SP (IB).
Bar-tailed Godwit Limosalapponica
8 Oct, 1, Lea Lea (IB); 29 Oct, 5, Hisiu Beach (IB); 12 Nov, 5, Hisiu Beach (RH & IB).
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper Calidris acuminata
8 Oct, 1, Lea Lea (IB); Numbers at Moitaka SP increasing through Oct from 9 on 12 Oct to 21
on 30 Oct (7 visits) (IB) then decreasing through Nov from 18 on 2 Nov to 3 on 19 Nov (4 visits)
(IB & RH); 29 Oct, 16 Kanosia L (IB); 23 Dec, 14, Kanosia L (IB).

Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos
26 Oct, 1, Moitaka SP (IB); 29 Oct, 2, Kanosia L & 2, Moitaka SP (IB).
Red-necked Stint Calidris ruficollis

5 Of:t, 4,LeaLea (IB); 12 Oct - 2 Nov, only small numbers, min 3 max 7, noted on passage at
Moitaka SP (IB); 29 Oct, 60+, Hisiu Beach (IB); 12 Nov, 80+, Hisiu Beach (IB).

Little Stint Calidrisminuta
29 Oct, 1, Hisiu beach (IB), only the third record for PNG.
Long-toed Stint Calidris subminuta
12 Oct, 1 unringed, therefore a different individual from that seen in Sep, Moitaka SP (IB).
Ruff Philomachus pugnax
30 Dec, 1 male, Bulla Plains, Bensbach R, Wes (RH).
Whiskered Tem Chlidonias hybridus
26 Oct, 10, Mositaka SP (IB).
White-winged Black Tern Chlidonias leucopterus

12 Oct, 3 imm, Moitaka SP (IB); 2 Nov, 6 imm, Moitaka SP (IB); 9 Nov, 4, Moitaka SP (RH);
19 Nov, 6, incl. 1 ad, Moitaka SP (IB).

Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica
9 Nov, 1, Moitaka SP (RH).
Little Tern Sterna albifrons
12 Nov, 1, Hisiu Beach (RH).
Great Cuckoo-Dove Reinwardtoena reinwardtii
12 Nov, 1, Oxbow (RH).
Pink-spotted Fruit-Dove Ptilinopus perlatus
9 Dec, 1 carrying nesting material, King Bird Tree (RH).
Orange-fronted Fruit-Dove Ptilinopus aurantiifrons
14 Dec, 1, Moitaka SP (RH).
White-breasted Fruit-Dove Ptilinopusrivoli
17 Dec, 4, Koiari rd (IB).
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Dwarf Fruit-Dove Ptilinopus nanus o
17 Dec, 1 male in fruiting tree, at 1200 m, Madilogo Ridge, Koiari rd. This is 450 m (Beehler et
al. 1986) or 100 m (Coates 1985) above its normal altitude range (IB & RH).

Palm Cockatoo Probsciger aterrimus
29 Dec, 1, Bensbach Wildlife Lodge, Wes (JH).
Buff-facedPygmy-Parrot Micropsitia pusio
10 Dec, pr, Musgrave R (RH).
Brehm’s Tiger-Parrot Psittacella brehmii
19 Nov, Tari Gap, SHP (CE).
Channel-billed Cuckoo Scythrops novaehollandiae
28 Oct, 1, Gaire (RH); 9 Dec, 1, King Bird Tree (RH).
Barn Owl Tyto alba
8 Oct, 1, found injured on Lea Lea rd, died later (IB).
Barking Owl Ninox connivens
8 Oct, 1 flushed from waterside tree, L Iaraguma (IB).
Papuan Boobook Ninoxtheomacha
17 Nov, Ambua Lodge, Tari, SHP (CE).
Marbled Frogmouth Podargus ocellatus
3 Dec, 1, nr Rouna pumping station (IB).
Large-tailed Nightjar Caprimulgus macrurus
3 Dec, 2, entry road to Varirata NP (IB).
Fork-tailed Swift Apuspacificus
29 Dec, 2, Bensbach Wildlife Lodge, Wes (RH).
White-throated Needletail Hirundapus caudacutus

20 Nov, 1, Botanic Gardens, Port Moresby (IB); 22 Nov, 1, UPNG (IB); 24 Nov, 2, Moitaka SP
(RH); 20 Dec, c. 10, Moitaka SP (RH).

Brown-headed Paradise-Kingfisher Tanysiptera danae
3 Dec, 1 ad & 1 juv, Varirata NP (CE).

Collared Kingfisher Halcyon chloris
12 Nov, 1, Hisiu mangroves (RH).
Sacred Kingfisher Halcyon sancta
14 Oct, 1, Goroka, EHP (IB); 28 Oct, latest record in Port Moresby area, Tahira (RH).
Blue-tailed Bee-eater Merops philippinus
16 Oct, very common, Suki, N of Morehead, Wes (CE).
Blyth’s Hornbill Rhyticeros plicatus
26 Nov, 1, King Bird Tree (IB).
Blue-breasted Pitta Pitta erythrogaster
22 Oct, 1 trapped, King Bird Tree (IB).
Hooded Pitta Pittasordida
19 Nov, 1 trapped, King Bird Tree (IB).
Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica

12 Nowv, 4, all with brownish backs, possibly imm or in moult, Kanosia L. (RH & IB); 9 Dec, 3,
Kanosia L (RH).

Red-rumped Swallow Hirundo daurica
9 Dec, 1, Kanosia L (RH); 23 Dec, 3, Kanosia L (IB).
Tree Martin Hirundo nigricans
9 Nov, 2, Moitaka SP (RH); 12 Nov, I, Kanosia L (RH & IB).
Yellow Wagtail Motacillaflava
23 Dec, 1, Kanosia L (IB).
Grey Wagtail Mouacilla cinerea

17 - 19 Nov, 1, Ambua Lodge, Tan, & several Tari Gap, SHP (CE).
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Hooded Cuckoo-Shrike Coracina longicauda
18 Nov, Ambua Lodge, Tari, SHP (CE).

Grey-headed Cuckoo-Shrike Coracina schisticeps
10 Dec, 1 pr, Musgrave R (RH).

Spotted Jewel-Babbler Ptilorrhoa leucosticta
19 Nov, 2, landslip gully, Tari Gap, SHP (CE).

Blue Jewel-Babbler Ptilorrhoa caerulescens
19 Nov, 2 trapped, King Bird Tree (IB).

Emperor Fairy-Wren Malurus cyanocephalus
9 Dec, 1 feeding fledged young, King Bird Tree (RH).

White-shouldered Fairy-Wren Malurus alboscapulatus
17 Dec, 4, Koiari rd, at ¢. 1100 m (IB).

Orange-crowned Fairy-Wren Clytomyias insignis
21 Nov, (at last!) 4+, Ambua Lodge, Tari, SHP (CE).

Willie Wagtail Rhipidura leucophrys
23 Dec, 1 on nest, Oxbow (RH).

Black-throated Robin Poecilodryas albonotata
18 Nov, Ambua Lodge, Tari, SHP (CE).

Dwarf Whistler Pachycare flavogrisea
6 Oct, 2, Gares Lookout trail, Varirata NP (IB).

Mangrove Golden Whistler Pachycephala melanura

12 Nov, 1 female, Hisiu mangroves (RH).
Rufous-naped Whistler Pachycephala rufinucha
17 Nov, 2 Ambua Lodge, Tari, SHP (CE).

Black Pitohui Pitohui nigrescens
18 Nov, Ambua Lodge, Tari, SHP (CE).
Wattled Ploughbill Eulacestoma nigropecius
18 Nov, Ambua Lodge, Tari, SHP (CE); 19 Nov, landslip gully, Tari Gap, SHP (CE).
Varied Sittella Daphoencositta chrysoptera
19 Nov, 6+, Bushwalkers’ camp, Ambua Lodge, Tari, SHP (CE).
Western Mountain White-Eye Zosterops fuscicapillus

20 Nov, 3+, Tari township (CE).
New Guinca White-Eye Zosterops novaeguineae
19 Nov, 4+, bushwalkers’ camp, Ambua Lodge, Tari, SHP (CE); 17 Dec, 4, Koiari rd (IB).

Omnate Melidectes Melidectes torquatus
17 Dec, 1, Madilogo ridge, Koiari rd (IB).
Grand Mannikin Lonchura grandis
10 Dec, ad & juv (with Grey-headed Mannikins), Subitana plantation, Sogeri Plateau (RH).
Grey-headed Mannikin Lonchura caniceps
19 Nov, 1, collecting nesting material, PAC (RH).
Grey-crowned Mannikin Lonchura nevermanni
16 Oct, 10+, in mixed flock with Crimson Finches, Suki, Wes (CE).
Crimson Finch Neochmia phaeton

16 Oct, 10+, in mixed flock with Grey-crowned Mannikins, Suki, Wes (CE).

Macgregor's Bowerbird Amblyornis macgregoriae
20 Nov, 2, Banari rd, nr Tari, SHP (CE).
Streaked Bowerbird Amblyornis subalaris

5 Nov, 1 male trapped, Madilogo ridge, Koiari rd (IB).

Fawn-breasted Bowerbird Chlamydera cerviniventris
19Nov, 2trapped, PAC. While inthe hand these birds mimicked a wide range of noises including
a tractor, wood being chopped, men talking and Torresian Crow Corvus orru calling (RH).
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Crested Bird of Paradise Cnemophilus macgrego.rii
19 Nov, 1 male, Tari Gap, SHP & 1 male, landslip guily, Tari Gap, SHP (CE).

Glossy-mantled Manucode Manucodiaatra
28 )(l)ct numerous in fairly open habitat, nr Gaire (RH); 12 Nov, 1, Hisiu mangroves (RH); 19 Nov,

1 trapped, PAC (RH & LT).

Short-tailed Paradigalla Paradigalla brevicauda
18 Nov, 2, Ambua Lodge, Tari, SHP (CE).
Black Sicklebill Epimachus fastuosus

20 Nov, 1 male, Banari rd, nr Tari, SHP (CE). '
Ribbon-tailed Astrapia Astrapiamayeri

19 Nov, 5+ in one tree, Tari Gap, SHP (CE). .
Stephanie’s Astrapia Astrapia stephaniae

15 Oct, 1 male, Mt Gahavisuka, EHP (IB).
Lawes’ Parotia Parotialawesii

20 Nov, 3+ females & 2 males, Banari rd, nr Tari, SHP (CE).
King of Saxony Bird of Paradise Pieridophora alberti

15 Oct, 1 male, Mt Gahavisuka, EHP (IB).

King Bird of Paradise Cicinnurus regius
19 Nov, 1 male trapped, King Bird Tree (IB?. )
Blue Bird of Paradise Paradisaea rudolphi

20 Nov, 1 female (others heard), Banari rd, nr Tari, SHP (CE).
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