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Although the drum is a men’sinstrument, it can be seen that women have animportant roleinits construc-
tion. This, perhaps, relates to the origin myth of the instrument whereby the first drum ismadebyamanto
imitate the sound of sexual intercourse he hears occurring between his brother and his brother’s wife. A
similar origin myth also gives the origin of the jew’s harp. Inthe Mountain Ok area of West Sepik and
Western Provinces, one stage of male initiation concerns the drum and jew’s harpapparently the only area in
the country in which aboy must beinitiated beforehe can play suchinstruments. While no such initiationis
required amongst the Hewa, this linking of the two instruments through legendis of considerableinterest.

The Hewadrumis primarily used during an all-night singsing called yap, usually performed to opena new
house. Traditionallyall dancers are male (women and girls sit around their fireplace inside the house) and the
main dancer is heavily decorated with leaves hanging from the front and a variety of feathers at thetop and
rear of his headdress. The drumis played to signal different sections of a song or a change to a new subject.
The performance takes place inside the house from sunset to dawn.

While the importance ofbird feathers to singsing decorationsand ofbird song to some indigenous music
theories (e.g., Feld 1990)is well known in both ornithological and ethnomusicological circles, to our knowl-
edge the Hewa region is the only area in Papua New Guinea in which a bird skin of any type is used fora
drum. Even for the entire New Guinea island, the only other use of abird skin known to usis found along
the northern Irian Jaya coast where a species of cassowary (Casuarius unappendiculatus?) is used (eg.,
see Clercq & Schmeltz 1893, Sande 1907, Galis 1955, Kunst 1967, Stokhof 1983). We would greatly
appreciate from readersany other information about the use ofbird skins for the kundu or any other instru-
ments.

References

Clercq, F. S. A. de, & J. D. E. Schmeltz. 1893. Ethnographische Beschrijving van de Westen
Noordkust van Nederlandsch Niuew-Guinea. Trap.

Feld, S. 1990. Sound and Sentiment: Birds, Weeping, Poetics, and Song in Kaluli Expression. 2d
edition. University of Pennsylvania Press.

Galis, K. W. 1955. Papua’s van de Humboldt-Baai: Bijdrage Tot een Ethnografie. Voorhoeve.
Kunst, J. 1967. Music in New Guinea: Three Studies. Martinus Nijhoff.

Sande, G. A.J. vander. 1907. Ethnography and Anthropelogy [of New Guinea]. Nova Guinea3:
1390.

Steadman, L. B. 1971. Neighbours and Killers: Residence and Dominance among the Hewa of New
Guinea. Ph.D. dissertation, Australian National University.

Stokhof, W. A. L., ed. 1983. Holle Lists: Vocabulariesin Languages of Indonesia, Vol. 5/2:Irian Jaya:
Papuan Languages, Northern Languages, Central Highlands Languages. Australian National University.

Address: Music Department, National Research Institute, P.O. Box 1432, Boroko.
(Received : 3 August 1994)

40

Muruk Volume 7 Number 1 January 1995

A SPECIMEN OF MOUNTAIN NIGHTJAR Eurostopodus archboldi FROM THE
HINDENBURG RANGES

Peter Rowland

The Mountain (or Archbold’s) Nightjar Eurostopodus archboldi is endemic to themountain ranges of
central and eastern New Guinea (Coates 1985), normally occurring at 2250 to 3,200 m, rarely aslow as
2200 m (Beehler et al. 1986); itisthe onlynightjar found at this altitude. The distribution of this speciesin
PapuaNew Guineais fragmented, with records from Mt Hagen, Enga Province; Mt Giluwe, Southern
Highlands Province (and the Tari Gap area cf.Muruk 1994.....ed), Huon Peninsula; and Wharton
Range, on the border of the Central and Northern Provinces, south-east New Guinea (Coates 1985).

A specimen was collected by Dr Tim Flannery (Australian Museum, Mammal Section) and Mr Lester Seri
(Department of Environment and Conservation, Division of Wildlife, PapuaNew Guinea) on Finimterr
Plateau, Hindenburg Range, at an altitude of 2280 metres. The specimen was captured on 01 May 1992,
while mistnetting for bats Syconycteris sp. at thejunction of an area of forest and grassland. The bird
entered the net between 1930 and 1945 hours, shortly after several bats were heard calling.

Thisis the first record of Mountain Nightjar for Western Province. The specimenisnow registeredin the
AustralianMuseum omithology collection (0.64412).
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ISLAND THRUSH (7urdus poliocephalus) IN WESTERN PROVINCE, PAPUA NEW GUINEA
Peter Rowland

The Island Thrush Turdus poliocephalusisfound in many areas throughout theislands of the Southwest
Pacific, where it exhibits considerable variationin plumage colour and pattern,and size (Diamond 1989)
between populations on differentislands and evendifferent mountainranges within oneisland.

Ripley (1964) recognised 50 subspecies; two further subspecieshave been since described (Diamond
1989).
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On the New Guineamainland there are currently considered to be four subspecies:

T.p. versteegi (SnowMountains); 7.p. erebus (central highland provinces); T.p. keyserri (Saruwaged
Mountains, HuonPeninsula); and, 7.p. papuensis (Owen Stanley and Wharton Ranges).

Although geographically isolated, these subspeciesare similar incolour and shape, but differ in size. Mea-
surements of wing, tail and tarsus canbe used as abasis foridentification, however, there arealso size
differences between male and female of the same subspecies (Table 1).

On 04 and 05 April 1987 three birds were collected by Dr TimFlannery (Australian Museum, Sydney) and
Mir Lester Seri (Department of Environment and Conservation, Division of Wildlife, Papua New Guinea),
near Dokfima, StarMountains (altitude 3200 metres). They subsequently captured afurther

individual on Finimterr Plateau, Hindenburg Range (altitude 2280 metres) on 02 May 1992. The specimens
wereincorporated in the AustralianMuseum bird collection. Measurements were taken and their sexes
were determined by internal examination (Table 2).

The measurementsindicate that these specimens represent 7.p. versteegi. Ideally, a greater number of
individuals within this region should be measured. Thetarsus lengths of thetwo males are smaller thanthose
of five specimens measured by Mayr & Gilliard (1951). The measurements of the adult female are inconsis-
tent with those published of versteegi females. The differencesin themeasurements ofthethree adultbirds
collected by Flannery and Seri raise an element of doubt as to whether these birds are truly versteegi or
perhaps anew subspecies.

These are the first records of the subspecies Turdus poliocephalus versteegi for Papua New Guinea.

Table 1.
Comparative wing, tail and tarsus measurements (mm) of adult Island Thrush subspecies. From Diamond
(1989) and Mayr & Gilliard (1951).
versteegi  erebus keysseri papuensis
Wing male 136.0-144.5 1245 118-124.0 127.0-135
female 135.5-136.0 122.5-125 118-120.5 125.5-129

Tail  male 100-108 89 85 97- 105
female 96-102 85-90 80 91- 945
Tarsus male 39.5-42.0 36.5 36 33.5-38
female 40.0-40.5 35.0-37.5 38 36.0-37.5
Table 2.

Measurements (mm), sexages and Australian Museum registration numbers of specimenscollected by
Flannery and Seri.

Locality Dokfuma Dokfuma Dokfuma Finimterr
Sex & Age Ad.male Ad.female  Ad. male Imm.female
AMReg. 0.59750 0.59751 0.59752 0.64416
Wing(mm) 139 134 138 129
Tail (mm) 107 107 108 102
Tarsus (mm) 38.7 393 392 392
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THE AVIFAUNA OF THE ALOTAU AREA, MILNE BAY PROVINCE

Antony Fabbro

Alotau is the provincial capital and gateway to the Milne Bay Province and is located 385 KmE. S E from
Port Moresby. The peaceful town has 6,385 inhabitants and is located on a narrow coastal plain on Milne
Bay. The surrounding area has steep rainforest covered mountains, coconut plantations and oil palm estates
interspersed with traditional gardens and undisturbed lowland rainforests. A regional highway passes
through Alotau and connects East Cape and Sagarai via Gurney Airport. Other local roadslink to the north
coast and the southern shores of the Bay. Local vessels and dinghieslink the villages and island areas. A
network of airstrips connects Alotau with theislands and inner mountainareas .

Topography and Vegetation : Major Classifications

Lowland rainforests : €. g. Alluvial plains Alotauregion.

Rugged Mid-HighMountain Ranges : e. g. Owen Stanley Mt Dayman (2980m) and Agaun(1015m).

Dry coral limestone coasts and grassland savannahs : . g. Cape Vogel , Rabaraba District .
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