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BIRDS OF THE SANKWEP ROAD AREA, LAE 8 g n . . n ol
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Between 1992 and 1994, I lived in Lae and regularly birded in an area at the foot of the Rawlinson A i T © nl» @lw  |»nan =
Ranges, about 15 kilometres north-west of Lae. Since this is an area that is infrequently visited by >
ornithologists, I present a summary of species seen at the site. The majority of my observations are Z w|» wnn 2 R
sight ones although I have also recorded those calls which I heard and with which I was sufficiently >
familiar. The observations are presented in tabular form (with each column representing a specific z @ e n® © e | “
trip) supported by comments where appropriate. The table should not be interpreted as representing 5 .
all that was present in the area, since particularly during the early part of the period I did not always o e T “w jn S I LR n|n T|w »
record the more common species. It does, however, give some indication of what birds were present 3
and the frequency with which particular species were seen. My observations are unfortunately biased o @ SR A i w|n 0 @ @
towards the more easily identifiable birds (whether visually or orally) with the result that, for example, 3
Meliphaga species were often seen but were rarely, if ever, identified. © MhS - a@a@ e @ MG MR IR L o
2 7]
There is no particular name used for the area I birded, so I have called it the Sankwep road as it was ° i N A “ <
reached after crossing the Sankwep river. The road itself continues on to the village of Musom, 5 n n|n » “ »
though my birding was confined to an area of forest at an altitude of approximately 500 metres <
above sea level and some 5 kilometres from the Sankwep river. The forest was being actively logged <| |8 n » o | alo ~ »
(on a “selective” basis) and my birding was either along the logging tracks (where there had been 28l
considerable disturbance) or within small patches of undisturbed forest. : - %" »ln ©w |Tw » nlw nln »
<
Comments on particular species: g i’b “ T wn|» » “jn
R
R =
Bat Hawk Macheiramphus alcinus - a pair was nesting in the area (refer Muruk 1994 6:3) and E 2 e - = oL e e @\ @@ w w ol o
were highly visible. On my last visit to the area in June 1994, I found that their nesting tree had been zl |3 " ol vl
cut down and I did not see the birds. Given my earlier observations, it is doubtful that the pair had I Tm@al o @« e oo E @
been successful in rearing any young, B a4 la - n " 7
Brown-collared Brush-turkey Talegalla jobiensis- the birds were often heard calling but were = e “aa e M RS
extremely difficult to approach, despite many attempts and I was only able to obtain one very short 8 s o | @ ol »
view of a pair of birds. The wariness of this species is in stark contrast to the Black-billed Brush- @ [T Le e
turkeys (7. fuscirostris)found at Varirata National Park and may be evidence that the species is still g g » = o o o v o wle
heavily hunted. al =
Vulturine Parrot Psittrichas fulgidus - one bird was seen flying about the area; it is was possibly the 5 alo o ” o o - o -
same bird heard a few weeks later. -
Red-breasted Paradise-Kingfisher Tanysiptera nympha- one small patch of fairly steeply sloping g » I PR PPN N . ”
undisturbed forest held at least two kingfishers. The birds were often heard but extremely difficult =
to approach. My only sightings were of a bird perched high in the canopy. g » » » » nln
Hook-billed Kingfisher Melidora macrorrhina - 1 believe this species is much more common than _—
my two records would indicate, largely because I would arrive at the site after daybreak. My only g ©»
sighting was one evening when I went specifically to look for the bird. There were at least 6 birds s
calling in the one spot where I managed to see a bird. NES ] » » » nln
Blyth’s Hornbill Rhyticeros plicatus - seen in two’s and three’s on almost every trip, with a group T
of 6 being the highest total. S 2 T n wln o »
Hooded Monarch Monarcha manadensis - surprisingly this bird was not seen until after I had been .
visiting the area for almost three months. However, after the first sighting it was seen regularly 2 “ » ln
throughout the area. : —
Torrent Flycatcher Monachella muelleriana - on the Sankwep River.
Rusty Whistler Pachycephala hyperythra. One bird seen. A rarely reported species.
White-eared Catbird Ailuroedus buccoides - presumably the northern subspecies, although I only &
noticed the brown cap on one occasion. = ° - ° §
Magnificent Bird of Paradise Cicinnurus magnificus- the birds here are very much at the lower v |x i 2 5 - |8 g5 3 3
end of their altitudinal range. ? z |2 g2 |2 ,/e8 F& 8 g5k e |2
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IWhite-throated Needletail
Moustached Tree-swift
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iDwarf Kingfisher
Rufous-bellied Kookaburra
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Forest Kingfisher
‘Sacred Kingfisher

\Red-breasted Paradise-kingfisher

}Hiook-billed Kingfisher
Yellow-billed Kingfisher
Dollarbird

'Blyth's Hombill ~
|Blue-breasted Pitta

Yellow-eyed Cuckoo-shrike
Boyer's Cuckoo-shrike

White-bellied Cuckoo-shrike
Black cuckoo-shrike
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Varied Triller
|Fairy Gerygone
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Olive Flycatcher
!Torrem Flycatcher

IBlack-sided Robin
Spot-winged Monarch
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Hooded Monarch
Golden Monarch

Frilled Monarch
Leaden Flycatcher
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White-bellied Thicket-fantail
Rufous-backed Fantail

Northern Fantail
Rusty Whistler

Grey Whistler
Little Shrike-thrush

Hooded Pitohui
Rusty Pitohui
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Black Berrypecker
Papuan Flowerpecker
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Black Sunbird
Long-billed Honeyeater

Pygmy Honeyeater
Red-throated Myzomela

Red Myzomela
Graceful Meliphaga
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Tawny-breasted Honeyeater
Plain Honeyeater
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Helmeted Friarbird
Streak-headed Mannikin
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Yellow-faced Myna
Brown Oriole
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Spangled Drongo
Hooded Butcherbird
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Black Butcherbird
White-eared Catbird

Glossy-mantled Manucode
Magnificent Riflebird

King Bird-of-paradise
Magpnificent Bird-of-paradise
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Raggiana Bird-of-paradise
Grey Crow
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o Torresian Crow
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