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A further 23 species breed on New Ireland but not its satellites. A few require 
habitats that are not adequately represented on the satellite islands, i.e. wetland 
species (Red-throated Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis) and grassland species 
(Pied Chat Saxicola caprata, Clamorous/Australian Reed-Warbler Acrocephalus 

stentoreus/australis, and Forbes’ Mannikin Lonchura forbesi). The others are 
either poor colonists, require a larger area of forest to sustain a population and/or 
are montane. 
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Bulwer's Petrel (Bulweria bulwerii) New to Papua New Guinea and 

Melanesia 

 
by Guy Dutson 
 
During numerous boat trips in 1997-8, I observed Bulwer's Petrel Bulweria 

bulwerii on three dates around Mussau in Papua New Guinean seas and another 
two dates in the Solomon Islands (Dutson in prep.). On 1 July 1997, I saw single 
birds on three occasions between Kavieng (New Ireland) and Tench; on 3 July, I 
saw two singles between Tench and Mussau; and on 6 July, I saw one between 
Mussau and Kavieng.  All were seen with binoculars at 30-100m range from 
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motor-canoes or (on 6 July) a small ship. As I am familiar with the species from 
Indonesia, and the identification appeared obvious, I only made brief notes: 
 
Plumage uniformly dark brown/black except rather indistinct pale upperwing 
panel. Long tail appeared rounded. Rather long wings flexed at carpal joint. 
Distinctive direct flight: flapping about ten times, gaining height above the water, 
then gliding back down, rocking from side to side. When flapping, flicks wings 

down quickly, faster and shallower than nearby noddy Anous spp. (which were 
never seen gliding).  
 
This species is perhaps most likely to be confused with Wedge-tailed Shearwater 
Puffinus pacificus in PNG waters. Although I saw no Wedge-tailed Shearwaters 
on these boat trips, I saw many in subsequent trips around New Britain and the 
Solomons. These two species share the wrist-forward, flap and glide flight but 
Wedge-tailed Shearwater is much larger, with a shorter tail, a smaller and less 
distinct upperwing bar and longer bill. The very similar Jouanin's Petrel Bulweria 

fallax of the Arabian Sea (but recorded once in Hawaii) usually lacks the pale 
upperwing bar and usually flies like a gadfly petrel Pterodroma spp., but may be 
indistinguishable in some conditions. Fiji Petrel Pseudobulweria macgillivrayi 
also lacks the upperwing bar and has a shorter tail and presumably a different 

flight action. More likely to occur in northern PNG waters are Swinhoe's 
Oceanodroma monorhis and Matsudaira's O. matsudairae Storm-petrels. Both are 
much smaller, have forked tails and the more rounded wings and flight action of 
storm-petrels. 
 
Bulwer's Petrel is a pantropical petrel breeding in the Pacific on the Marquesas, 
Phoenix and Hawaiian groups and small islands east of China and south of Japan. 
Its non-breeding marine distribution and movements are not well known but it is 
thought to disperse across the central and northern tropical Pacific and into the 
Indian Ocean. In Indonesia, it is a migrant through Wallacea in September to 
November, with fewer summering birds recorded in May to July (Argeloo & 
Dekker 1996). The lack of previous Melanesian records is probably largely a 
result of few observations but the paucity of records off Australia (Marchant and 

Higgins 1990) suggests that it rarely ranges into the south-west Pacific. The fact 
that birds were seen on these three consecutive boat trips but on none of the other 
16 boat trips made in PNG waters, suggests either that there was a brief passage 
in early July or that the species is localised in PNG to the most northerly waters. 
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Tufted Duck (Aythya fuligula) New to Papua New Guinea 
 
By Guy Dutson 
 
A male, probably first-winter, Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula was seen on small 
pond near Tokua airport, Rabaul, New Britain on 14 January 1998.  
 
These ponds appear to be the result of mining gravel from the beach at the end of 
the airstrip and are were seen from the air. I visited them briefly on 11 January 
and for several hours on 14 January with Kester Wilson. Only the one duck was 
seen but many species of heron, rail and wader were recorded. The duck was 
watched on the water and on land through binoculars at a range of 15-30 m. The 

brown-black plumage contrasting with white flanks and a yellow iris enabled 
instant identification. It was aged as first-winter by the glossy dark brown 
plumage, dirty brown mottling on the rear of the white flanks and the absence of a 
nape tuft. Other pied congeners were eliminated by close examination of head-
shape and bill-pattern. The rather smooth head-shaped was assessed as identical 
to that of Tufted Duck which both observers were all too familiar with. The bill 
was blue, slightly paler on the lower mandible and terminally, a very pale narrow 
subterminal band and a small black tip. 
 
This Palaearctic species winters across northern south-east Asia to Japan. The 
closest records of vagrants are from Sulawesi (White & Bruce 1986) and 
Micronesia and Hawaii (Pratt et al. 1987). As with the Eurasian Wigeon Anas 

penelope (which has two New Guinea records), it is as yet unrecorded from 

Australia. 
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