
NOTES ON FLOWERING TREES IN THE BOTANIC 
GARDENS, RABAUL.

Jiy Jj . A?. Jl Hinton.
The following holes comprise (lulu on flowering trees only, Imt in subsequent 

issues it. is proposed to publish holes oil shrill*, ereo|»ers, Are.
These notes ure 1 nisei I upon olisorvntioiis minie in litc Botanic Cardens, i&ubau I, 

1ml it must lie emphasized Llmt the (lowering periods are on u more or less sliding 
scale; seed is usually available approximately one mouth after the (lowering.

Ikuhuul being in the tropical /.one tin* seasonal changes are scarcely definable, 
being mi slight iii to be almost im|»crecpliblc, I’bc heavy tropical rainfall has 
<piite a dilVeruul oller l upon soil composition than in the more lemperato zones 
where climatic conditions are conducive to strongly defined pollination periods.

The undermentioned trees are well worth planting, and, when at the flowering 
stage, will more than repay for the care and attention bestowed upon them.

When planting, earn should he taken so that tlm frees selected will not 
dwarf the existing gardon, otherwise the general design created may become 
unbalanced.

Alatonia scholaris (Apocynaceao).
A large tree of erect habit growing to a height of UK) ft. Small white flowers 

with strong perfume, which cover the foliage. .Flowering period .July to August. 
Propagation by seed.

Cassia bacillaris (Legumiuosac).
The well known Oussiu family contaius some uf the best flowering trees, 

Cit.ssiti hacillnrix upholding the reputation. It grows to a height of JO feel with 
yellow flowers, in pendulous racemes. Flowers almost continuously. Propagation 
by seed.

Cassia florida (Lcguminosao).
This shajady tree grows to a height of 40 ft. with yellow flowers, and when in 

bloom makes a most attractive display. Flowers monthly. Propagation by seed.

Cassia, fistula (Leguimnosac).
Indian laburnum, growing to a height of 30 ft. with a profusion of bright 

yellow flowers. Blooms No v c imImu*, IVeemlaT, .January and l,’ebruary. Propaga-
tion by seed, Imt seeds are very few.

Cassia grandis (Leguminosae).
South American species of Cassia with small pink flowers which completely 

cover the branches, and well worth planting. Flowers September, October and 
November. This tree grows to n height of 40 ft. and is propagated by seed.

Cassia multijuga (Loguminosac).
Fine feathery foliage and when in flowor a most graceful tree with yellow 

flowers and growing to 30 ft. in height. Flowers September and October, hut 
unfortunately has very few seeds for propagation.

Cassia nodosa (Lcguminog&e).
This troo is a magnificent sight when in full bloom with its pink and rose 

colouring. It grows to 40 ft. in height, flowers September, October and November, 
and is propagated by seed.
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Cassia siamea (Leguminosao).
Used in Uubaiil as uii avenue trtnj. Flowers are plentiful and yellow in colour, 

grows to 60 ft. ami blooms almost continuously. Propagation by seed.

Cassia sieberiana (Legummosac).
I*«•*»«•!» cassia. I 1 mlmibtedly «»no «*f tlu> most beautiful of tin* flowering cassias, 

ami when in bloom it is ivmurkubly like a ilowcring peach, (»rows to -It) ft. in 
height, the trees arc deciduous und when now leaves form so docs the bloom. Period 
of flowering Ortolicr to .January. Propagation by seed.

Couropita guianensis (ÄiyraUiccac).
('anuou ball tree. A striking tree bearing its racemes of largo while und pink 

fleshy flowers. The brown round fruits attain a diameter of 10 inches and urc 
extremely heavy. !t flowers almost continuously ami grows to a height of 100 ft. 
Propagation by seed.

Can&nga odorala (Auonaceac).
Known as i lung-1 lung. The flowers are widely used by uatives, strung on 

vines after the Hawainn “ leis ” elTeet. Wortlt growing for the sweetly scented 
flowers, («rows into a shapely true 100 fl. in heigh I. Flowers almost continuously. 
Propagated by seed.

Srythrina iadica (Legummosao).
Psed as a shade tree on plantations. Grows to a height of OO ft. ami the 

bright red flowers are tx»nic in clusters at the tips of the. bare brunches. Flowers 
October, November und December. Propagation by cuttings and seed.

Erythrma lithosperma (Leguminosae).
“ Ihtdup.” Tree of straggling growth with large bright red (lowers—needs 

occasional pruning. Flowers Ortolan*, November, 1 >eeeml*er, ami January, and 
grows (itt-HO fi. in height. Propagation l»y se«*d ami culling*.

Eucalyptus naudmiana (Leguminosae).
Native name *4 Kaiiiaruiv.’' Exceedingly quick growing iris* with altraelive 

foliage- grows 26 ft. in two years. Flowers are white and borne in dusters at 
lips of brunches. Blooms Docomlier only. Propagation by seed.

Eugouia malaccon&is (Myrlaceao).
Malay apple. Glows to 110-60 ft. Produces a profusion of crimson flower«, 

the bright red stumeus of which, wheu fallen, create an etfoet of a scarlet carpel 
under the trees. Flowers February, Mureli, April, Angus), Ncp?cmU*r, ami 
Octo)s*r. Propagation by seed and mu roots.

Gliricidia maculata (Leguminosae).
Known as mother of cocoa and used as shade on many plantations. Grows 

to a height of 40 ft. The pink-mauve flowers are attractive but the trees do not 
produce many. Flowers August und Septem lx>r. Propagation by seed and 
cuttings.

Kloinhovia hospita (Sterculiaceae).
A large spreading tree with heart shaped leaves and reddish pink flowers 

which almost smother the foliage. Grows to a height of 60 ft. and flowers 
almost continuously. Propagation by seed.
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Lagcrstroenm llos rtiginae (Lythraccac).
Dueen Ilower i*l* Jmlia. Dim * of the uuMt showy trees hi the tropics witli 

inuuvc-piuk (lowers, mid grow« to u height of 40 ft. Flowers February, March and 
April. Propagation by seed. »

Mcliti ozodarach (Mcliucoao).
The Persian Iila«*, («incefnl foliage* and «»nail white scented Howers. (»rows 

to a height of CO ft., Howers every two mouths and is propagated by seed.

Monodora Wnuifolia (Anonaceitc).
Orchid ilower tree. 'I'lie fiowers are mottled yellow and green on a brown 

background and strongly resemble orchids. (»rows to a height of 2 b ft. 1ml rarely 
tlovvers.

Micholia champaca (Magnoliaccao).
A handsome tree which has imen planted hi Uabaul avenues with h i teres«. 

The (lowers are yellow and profuse, hut whilu blooming comparatively continuously 
are at their host about November. Treo grows to a height of hi) ft. and propagation 
is by seed.

Melaleuca louca.dc« dron (Myrlaceao).
Ti tree of Australia. In the flowering period (August to December) the tree 

is covered with small white Howers and berries. It grows to a height of 20 ft. 
and is propagated by seed.

Pcltophorum iuonue (Leguimuosac).
Quirk growing tree of spreading hub'll with striking Ilower spikes of yellow 

Howers and brown berries. A splendid tree and suitable for shade in gardens— 
when in bloom presents a beautiful picture. Flowers ever} two months and is 
propagated by seed.

Poinciaua regia (Leguuiinosae).
“ Flame of the forest.” Also known a« 4‘ Flamboyanlc.” One of the finest 

lloueiing in*es of the tropics. Tree grows to a height of bO ft. ami has large 
bright red (lowers. Blooms November to Deeemher ami is propagated by seed and 
millings. Under some soil conditions the life of this tree is comparatively limited 
owing to root-fungus disease.

Pongamia glabra (Logunmiosuc).
Indian beech. Well shaped tree growing to u height of CO ft. with small 

white flowers. Flowers November to January.

Solanum maeranthum (Solanaceae).
Potato tree. Fruit shaped like a potato. IIIuo flowers two inches in diameter. 

Frequently flowers and grows to a height of 40 ft. Propagation by seed.

Soraca indica (Leguminoseac).
A soli a tree of India. A small spreading tree growing to a height of CO ft. 

bearing on the stems and branches large clusters of scented Howers which change 
from yellow to orange. Seeds very rarely.

Spathodea campanulata (Bignoniaceac).
West African tulip. Flowers are bright red and large, covering the tree 

when in bloom, (»rows to a height of iOO ft. and flowers almost continuously.



IVo|tngnI ion I»y seed. Allhough voVy decorative litis species should nol he j»I;t111<I 
c Io mo lu building*, owing In tho brittle nuluro of the wood under high wind».

Spathodea nilotioa (Bignonaceae).
Smaller thuu if. camjKinulata, but well worth planting. («row* to a height of 

70 ft. bnl does not llowor frequently. Propagation by «cod.

Amherstia nobilis.
The i( jM*orh‘KK live of the tropic* ” is of ton inquired for and although present 

nt llic («ardcns, no data aro us yet available on tho llowcriug as the trees arc still 
loo young.


