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NOTES ON FLOWERING TREES IN THE BOTANIC
GARDENS, RABAUL.
By L, K. Hlanson.

The following noies comprise data on Howering trees only, but in subsequent
issues 14 b8 proposed Lo palilish noles on shrabe, ereepers, &

These poles are hased apon observatious made i the Botasie Uardens, Rubaul,
but it must be emphasized that the flowering poriods are on o more or fess sliding
seali; seed i usunlly availeblo approximately one wonth ulter the flowering.

Habal beiug in the tropieal zone the seasonal elinges ave seaveely definalie,
b so shight s to be glmost dmpeveeptible, The fieavy tropieal vainlatl hias
quite n dilferent slloct upon soil composition than in the more tanperate zones
where clivantic comditions are condueive to strongly defined pollination pericds.

The nndermentioned trees are well worth planting, and, when at the tlowering
stage, will more than repay for the enre and atiention bestowed wpon them,

When planting, eare shonld be taken so that the trees seleeted will not
dwarf the oxisting garden, otherwise the gonoral design cereated: may become
unbuluneed,

Alstonin scholaris (Apocynaceac).

A largo tros of ereet habit growing to a height of 100 1. Small whito flowers
with strong perfume, which cover the folinge. Flowering period July to August.
*ropugation by seed.

_Cassia bacillaris (Leguminosuc).

The well known Cuassia family containg some of the best flowering trees,
Cussi baeillaris upholding the reputation. 1t grows to a height of 20 feat with
yellow flowers, in pondulous racemes. IFlowors nlmost continuonsly.  Propagation
hy seed. '

Cassia florida (Leguminosae).

‘Chix shapoly teee grows to a height of 40 ft. with yellow llowers, and when in

Plovm makes o most attractive display.  Flowers mouthiy,  Propagation by sced.

Cassin fistula (Leguminosac).

Dndian lubuenun, growing to o height of 30 (L. with u profusion of bright
vellow Howers, Blooms Novembor, Decomber, Jannavy and Febraary,  Propaga-
fton hy sewd, but sceds are very fow,

Cassia grandis (Leguminosae).

South Ameriean species of Casxia with small pink Howers which completely
sover the branches, and woell worth planting, Tlowers Septewdber, Qctoher and
Nuvember. This treo grows to a height of 40 ft. and ix propagated by sced,

Cassia multijuga (Leguminosac).

#ine feathery folinge and when in flower n wost graceful tree with yellow
flowers and growing {o 30 (t in height,  Flowers September and October, but
unfortinaiely has very few scods for propagation,

Cassia nodosa (Leguminosae).

This treo is u mugnificent sight when in full Bloom with its pink and rose
colonring. It grows to 40 ft. in height, flowers Septawnber, Ovtober and Novemnber,

sud s propagated by seed.
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Cassin siamen (Leguminosac).
Haed in Rubaul as un avenue treo, Flowaers are plentiful and yellow iu colour,
grows to 50 ft. and bloows almost continuously. I’repagation by sced.

Caasia sicberiana (Leguminosac).

Praeh eassia, Undoubledly one of the most beantiful of the fowering eassias,
and when in bloom it i ranurkably like a flowering peacl,  Grows to 40 {1 in
heiglit, tho trees ave deciduous and when new leaves form s does the bloon,  Period
of flowering October to Juunary, Propagation hy seed,

Couropite guisnensis (Myrslaccac).

Caunnon badl teee. A steiking tree bearing its enecies of large white and piek
fleshy flowers,  The brown round fraits attain o dimneter of 10 inches and are
extremely heavy, 1t flowers almoxst continuonsly and grows to a height of 100
Mopngation by scod,

, o Canenga odorata. (Auonaceae).

Known as Hang-Hang.  The Howers nre widely used by natives, strung on
vines after the Jawaian “leis” efloet. Worth growing for the sweetly scented
lowers, Grows into a shupoly troo 100 ft, in height, Flowers alimost continuously.
Propugated by sced.

Erythrina indica (Leguminosae).

Usedd a8 a shinde treo on plantations, Grows to a height of 60 ft. and the
bright eed flowers ave borne in clusters at tho tips of the bare branehes,  Flowers
Uetober, November aud December,  Propaguation by cutlings and seed,

Erythrina lithosperma (Leguminosae).
“ Dadap.”  Tree of strageling growth with large bright ved Howers-—needs
ovensionnl proning. Flowers Qetober, Novandwr, December, and Jasuary, aod
grows G50 T e ieights Propagation by seed and enttings,

Hucalyptus naudiniana (Leguminosas).

Nutive sume * Kumarare”  FExeoedingly quick growing tree with atteactive

fulinge--grows 25 ft. in two years. [lowers are white and borne in clusters
tips of branches. Blooms Docember only. Propagution by seod,

Eugonia malaccensis (Blyrinceno).

Mulay apple. Grows to 30~50 ft. Produces a profusion of erimson fowers,
the bright red stamens of which, when fallen, ereate un effoct of u searlot carpel
under the trees.  Flowers Februsry, March, Apeil, Auguse, September, snd
October,  Propugation by seed and marcots,

Gliricidia maculato. (Leguminosae).

Known as mother of cocon and used as shade on wmany pluntations. Grows
fo u height of 40 {t. The pink-muuve flowers are uttractive but the trees do not
produce many. Flowers August and Septomber.  Propagution by sced and
cultings. ‘

Klainhovia hospita (8terculiaceae).

A dargo spreading tree with heart shaped lewves und roddish pink flowers
which almost smother the folinge. Grows to a height of 50 ft. und flowers
alwost eontinuously,  Propagation by seed. '




Lagerstroema flos feginae (Lythracecac).
Queen Hower of i, Une of thy most showy trees in tho tropies with
manve-pink Howers, aud grows to a height of 40 ft, Ilowers Fobruary, March and
April. Propagation by seced. §

Melin azodarach (Melincene).
. The Persinn filne, Gracoful folinge and snall white seented Howers,  Grows
to u height of GO ft., flowers every two mouths and is propagated by sced.

Monodora tonuifolia, (Anonacuens).

Orehid lower trees The lowers nre watthad yellow and green on o brown
fntekgromnd and strongly vescmblo orehitda, Grows (o a height of 25 1 but rarvely
Howers,

Michelia champaca (Magnoliacenc).

A handsome fron whivh has been planted in Boabaul avenues with sueeess,
The flowers are yellow and profuse, but while blooming comparatively continuously
are ut their best about November. Lreo grows to a height of 50 ft, und propagation
is hy seed.

IMelaleuca loucadendron (Myrtaceao).

Ti trev of Australin, fn the flowering period (Angust to Decemmber) the tree
s covered with small white flowers and berries, 1t grows to o height of 20 ft.
aud s propagated by seed.

Pcltophorum inerme (Legumninosac).

Quick growing tree of spreading habit with striking llower spikes of yellow
flowers and brown berries, A splondid tree and suituble for shade n gardens—
when in bloom presents a beautiful pietuee, Flowers overy two anonths and s
propagated by seed,

Poinciana regia (Leguminosac).

“ Ihane of the forest”  Also known as “ Flamhoyante.” One of the finest
fowering trees of the tropies,  Treo grows 1o a height of 50 . and has large
height red flowers,  Blooms November to December amd is propagated by seed awd
enttings,  Under somo soil conditions the lifo of this tree ix compuaratively Hmited
owing to root-fungus diseasc,

Pongamin glabra (Loguminosng).
Iudigu beech.  Well shaped tree growing lo a height of 30 ft. with small
white flowers. Flowers November to January.

Solanum maeranthum (Solanaceae).
Potato tree. Fruit shaped like a potato.  Blue flowers two inclies in diameter.
Frequently flowers and grows to a leight of 40 ft. I’ropagation by seed.

Soraca indica (Legumingseac),
Asoba tree of ITudin, A swall sproading treo growing to a height of 30 ft.
bearing on the stems and branches largo elustors of seented flowers which change
from yellow to orauge.  Seeds very rarely,

Spathodes campanulata (Bignoniaceae).
West African talip. Flowers are bright red and lurge, covering the tree
whew in blovm,  Grows to u height of 100 ft. sud flowers almost continuously.
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Propagation by seed. Altheugh véby decorstive this specios shonld nos be planted
cluse Lo buildings, owing to the brittle nature of the wood under high wiuds,

Spatheden nilotiea (Bigronaceae).

Suudlor than 8, cumpenulale, bat well worth planting,  Grows to u height of
T £t bt doos not flowoer froquontly,  Propagation by secd.

Amherstia nobilis.
‘The “ peerless tree of the tropica” is often inguived Tor wnd although prosent
i the Gardens, poodata arve sn yel available on the lowering ws the trees are still
Lae young,




