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CONTROL OF RODENTS.
By Joln L. Froggall, 18.5¢.

The control of rats and mice is ono that at times looms lurge, not only in
dwelling houses but in storage barns and in the field, where by their depredations
v ngriculioeal crops sorious losses ofton vceur,

A comsidoruble smount of study hus therefore beon devoted in many parts
to their habits, &e., in order to evolve ceonomie methods of control,

bu dwolling howses nad eellavs, objoction is maostly taken Lo puisoning as it
oftan beads to the animals dying in laceeessiblo situntions, ax in the roof or wnder
Houring, &, vesulting in much discomfort from objectionable swells,

‘Prapping does not lead to theso troubles and is thorefore more gonorally
rxarted to when ruts and mies iufest those sitantions,  The guillotine trap
uperating a teip wire on a spring is the commonest, but the old wire cage with
a trap deor and removable end is not Iimited to n single cuteh and is o very
switublo type for use in collars aud barng in particular,

oo trapping in such loculitios it has been a long recognized fact that fecding
the rats e niieo for u fow days in and around unset wire trups will deaw numbers
to that loeality, nnd when the traps are sot, thoe resultant cateh leads to o much
larger cleun up of the post than would otherwise be the ease.  Meal, chopped
meint or other food can be led through the tenps while open, thus accustoming the
rodents 1o run through the cages.

In haudling trups (or baits) care must bo taken not to touch the wire, or
baits, with the naked hands, as rats ure vory readily frightened by the smell left
by homan fingors.

L barns and sheds the rolling-drum barvel trap is very effective when
properly constructed.  Thoe barrel s stood ou end snd has the top removed: a
burge round tin or other form of cylindor is susponded on o medim spindle across
the open mouth of the barrel and smeared with fut, while the barrel is half filled
with water. A picce of board is laid from the floor to the tip of the barrel and
tho rats going after the fat roll off tho revolving drum iuto the barrel and are
drowned,

Tor the protection of wheut and grain stacks in the open, excellont protection
ean be had by ereeting o fence of galvanired iron buried to about ¢ inches in the
ground, with all posts inside the fenco.

At iutervals along this fence pits cun be duyg and eithor left opon or old
tanks fitted into thom: the rodents working round the fenee fall into the holes
und very large numbors can thus be trapped und destroyed.  Lu 1016-1917 when
this method was adopted in the wheat arcas of New South Wales for the protection
of stacks ut railway depots, oven lons of mice per day were thuy destroyed.

Fumigntion hus proved very offcetivo in destroying rats in tho field and where
sheir burrows are met with under conercte floors,

Iydrocyanic (Prussic) acid is gencrally used: Caleium Cysnide is a
vhemienl that evolves the poison gun relutively slowly and therefore has u decided
advantage over the older methods in giving a safety margin to the operators:
in practice the dust is blown into the burrows and the openings seuled.
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For general field use poison baits of various kinds have proved very eflicacious,
und wany proprictary preparations have been put on the mervket: forinuhe for
* howe made” baits have been recommended in mwuany of the publications of the
U.8.A, Department of Agricuiture and others,

Baits should Le prepared and sol out at such timo as they will be fresh when
the radents eomwo out in the early evoning, Very often thoy will follow definite
teails or trucks, und buits laid on these runways have ths best chaneo of being
eatedn,

b s preforable to ket the baits under covers, not only to protect them from
domestie puimals but also fo initate o satueal ’lichter site for the s and micen,
Au ordibury open drain pipe or galvanized fron down-piping cau bo used, or a
picen of galvanized iron or o pieeo of old kerosone tin ent and Lent futo n eurve
und fastenod to a picce of board, will also act as shelters, inside which the
poisan bait is placed and then sot out.

The following formule are recognized an standard  poison  preparations
for home use: there arve, of course, many propriotory proparations, wany of
which nf least contain one or other of the aetive ingredients mentioned below -~

A, Steychnine,
Mix ! oz of powderad strychnine and § vz, of baking sodu together and

dust over freshly-cut enbes (abont § in. dir.) of potatoes. This mixture is
suflicient for about 2 quurts of potato cubes,

B, The Slarch-coaled grasn bail,

Mix 1 tablespoon of laundry staveli in | cup of cold water: when this is
un oven susooth mixture, stir it into § pint of botling water to make o elean
thin puste. Mix together 1 ou. of powderod strychnine und U oz, of baking
sodat and stie duto tlw atarch puste 1o forin a swooth ercamy mass free
from ups. Stir in § pint of heavy syrup and 1 tublespoonful of glycerine,

Apply this mixture to 12 lbs, of wheat or crushed whole-oats aund uix
thoroughly to eusure that cach grain is coated,

Sirychnine, is, of course, u viralent poison and the greatest eave must he taken
in hxnsdling it. 1t is highly po'wonous to all endmals and humsns,  The reason
for msxmg, baking sodu with the poison in tho buits is that thy wetion nf the
poison is considerably hastoned.

Barium (arbonate—~This chemical is only mildly peisonous and is therefore
slow in action: it is odorles, tasteless and inoxpensive.

This ehemical is used with coreals or meal. The powder is thovoughly worked
into the cercal or ground meul, cithor with the Lands or with u spoon, in the
proportioas of 1 part of Barium Carbonate to 4 parts of tho foed. Tho mixture
should be moistened to the consisteney of a soft mush, as in this state it is far
weore readily eaten by rats and mice.  Ouo teuspoonful of tho mixture is sufficiont
for one bait.

. It can also be sifted over freshly sliced fruit or vegotables, and should after-
wards be well rubbed into them, The ration of oue part of powder to four purts
of feod should bo maintained as far as practicable.
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Red Hquill.

Sl e on dindbeus plant grown i the Meditorennenn, ere et fwo
vitrietios, white sud red, the lutter aving definite toxie propertios against podents,
bul comparatively harless to humans, dogs, cats and other domestic animals,

As the perccutage of toxie prineiples varies considerably, care shounld be
tnken 1o by only standardizsd proparations of the powder, whew the guaniities
vevownended by the manufucturors will act as o guide to the quuntitios required.

Tu all ecases of preparation of baits it is most important not to touch them
with the hands more than is absolutely casontinl,  Tikewise it is also cssential to
wash the hands earvefully after handling the baits,




