AN ARGUMENT AGAINST COPRA CUTTING.

€, B, Blisa,

It ix remarkable that, despito the continned diseussion of coco-nut planting
i all its beanehes, from the planting of the soed ant to the drying, tuspecting
wd warketing of coprn, there in one stage of tho industry that has recvived very
titthe attention. 1 refer to the preparation of the green meat for drying or, as
wee term ity copra eutting.

Tl present system {oexeept among those few who have adopted the * Ceyloy
Prewr ™) is, el practically taken for granted, and 1ok not gonerally renlized
Hart we have unwittingly adupled what is merely w0 slovenly native method: o
merhod that is a relie of the days when the Kuropean was o trader and collector
vitther than the planter wnd produeer. 1t iv a wmothod unknown auywhere but
i the Nonth Seps and it ik D oseggest, the seain reason why the cupra from those
parts hus heen releguted 1o its lowly position ou the world’s wnarkets,

T'he eomoperative efforts of planters and copra inspectors have raised the priee
of Rabau el Air copra to an gyerage of nbout 205 nbove that bedrock priee,
but we are still o very long way down the list,  La briol, Hobanl ot Afr, the
best of the “eat™ copean, i still below the worst sun or hot aiv dried copra
produced from the half wat. Below (it must be cinphasized) copra produced in
conntries where the industey is almost entirely in the hands of natives.

Fully 90 per cent. of the vopru shipped from this Territory s produced
wnder divect Buropean suptrvision which is & far lavger proportion than elsewhere.
Wo have the advantages of good driers, a high standurd of plantation nanagement,
s wosound system of inspeetion,  Tf olf the stages of production were brought
np todate there i no reason why our copra should not rank among the leaders.

There are theee outstanding reasons why the “ half nut systew " produces
hetter eopra, '

Nu sweating of coprn in bags.  Under present conditions a Jarge amount of
eapri reachos the drier in a hot, stimy state.  Half nuts can be plueed on the
drice as soon as broken,

No sweating in the deier. Tot air can eiveulute through loosely piled haif
. - »
mits better than through evea g thin layer of ent copra,

Fiimination of dust and small picces, .\ cvustunt cavse of complaing by

huvers,
Lu addition to the improvemeut in guality, there are these furthor sdvantuges,

No doss in tho flield. Under tho present systom this loss probubly varics from
over o oper cent, to ¥ per cent,, aceording to the cffivicncy of the cutters and tho
steictuess of their supervision. DBut some waste always occurs—the excollent
~ondition of the pluntation pigs (and of the kanaka pigy frow villages ndjoining)
testifies o this,

Less loss in the drier. This i least in hot air dviers with moveable trays,
but even there is probably as much as 2 per cent. On smoke driers and those
types of kilus whore the copra s trampled on end turned with shovels it is
nndoubtedly very wueh larger, There is alse an appreciable loss in the form of
dust aud sweepings when hagging.
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{Caveln) i iepaetind tests aneder pluntation conditions wonld be necessury
to form an aecurste estimate of the total avoiduble waste caused by copra cutting.
The writer’s own experiments and sbservations have convineed him that the sverage
is in exeess of 5 per eent.  Nor ean this percontage bo considered petty sinee it
reprisents, on an pverage yoar's total production, about $,000 tows - 1 very worth-
while waving.) .

Letter fuel.  Any manager, whother cmploying kilus or smoke driers, who
has stuffered one wet scason is eloquent on the difficultios wnd delays enused by
soedden husks,

Leas sl oxhastion,  Huosks wro g wasteful and iaoflicient fuel Loy (withont
the sholl) form o wselnl msleh and o valuable souren of husis,

Fewer mosquitoes,  Kvery half husk, with shell attached, 3s o potentiad

mosquito breeder.  Without the sihell thoy arvo harmless,
i biois renlizod that o ehangy frow the oxisting mothod will luvolve somme
dificaltios, particwlurly in the initinl stages, No attempt to alter the methods
und Labits of our couservative minded . labour is ever -esny, but it s felt thar
the benefits outlined above will well ropay the trouble,

There would no donbt bu o slight inerense in the vost of production st the
uutsel, but this should gradaally disappear as the labourers becoms move adepr.

lseept for the suving of waste hefore mentioned, the finnncinl henefits wonld
not be lmmediately apparent: the vesults would bo gradual as was the easwe when
copra inspection was first fstituled. Indood 36 might evon b moeessary Lo elass
copra so preparal inoa separite, higher grado.  But such copra should eventually
ieach the price standard of Coylon—and the stigma “ South Seas” bo, sr last, /,A
definitely removed from copra produeed in thia Torritory,
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